Service and Ithaca High School
You do not have to include your name, phone or email.  I am only asking for the information in case you bring up a point that I wanted to find out more about as I continue to talk to other students and staff.  If you do include the information, please write neatly. 
Name (optional) ___________________________

Phone (optional) ___________________________

Email (optional) _____________________________________________

Briefly reflect on what you would do if you were to build a service program at Ithaca High. There is no need to write in full sentences or worry about spelling; just get your ideas down.  Please be as honest and thoughtful as possible, for this will help if the school does indeed want new directions for its service program. 


If you don’t have anything to say about one question, just go on to the next.

Thank you in advance for taking this seriously and helping me with my sabbatical.  
1. If you were to create a service program at Ithaca High, beginning in 9th grade, what kinds of things would you want people to work on in the community?  Community can refer to the school, town, county, state, nation, and world. 
2. How would the service program be structured?  Through classes?  Through after school clubs? Individual placements (like you have through the government class)?  Done by homerooms?  With a teacher there to help / coordinate?  Should there be service done in each grade?  Should there be an hour requirement of service?  If so, how many hour for all four years? Are there classes or other groups that seem like a natural place for service at Ithaca High?  And so forth…
Over →

3. What would you want students to get out of doing service?  Feel free to discuss your ideas, but also rank the following, with 1 being the most important and 7 being the least important, though shift these numbers if you add new categories in Other.   

___  helping to increase empathy and compassion

___ learning about oneself

___ building school / community spirit

____ increasing problem solving skills

____ learning how to take action to ameliorate (soften) or actual change community problems
____ bringing people together from different backgrounds and breaking stereotypes & barriers among   groups (this includes groups at Ithaca High and in the wider community)

____ increasing or deepening academics / what you learn in the classroom (e.g., studying pollution while monitoring the lake or assisting with food pantries while studying hunger or poverty).
____  Other _____________________________________________________________

____  Other _______________________________________________________________

Comments: 

4. From my point of view, often the best part of service has been when students from different backgrounds in terms of social class, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, and so forth end up working together on service and, through that process, begin to see each other in a new, positive, honest light.  I think this is partly because service allows us to see people in a situation other than a classroom where only certain strengths come out and because service naturally forces us to think about issues of injustice.  I know that when I went to Ithaca High, I interacted with very few people from different backgrounds, especially with when it came to social class.  With all that said, I want to know whether you could imagine people from different groups working together on service projects and, if so, would that be a truly helpful experience for all involved?  If possible, try to explain your thoughts a bit. 
5. What are the obstacles to doing service?  In other words, what, if anything, gets in the way of you doing service? Transportation, peer pressure, other responsibilities, etc.  Try to elaborate if possible. 

6. Other thoughts – add on a separate piece of paper or email me later; my email is on the other sheet I handed out. 
